The effects of tick-borne fever on the susceptibility of ovine polymorphonuclear cells to P. haemolytica cytotoxin.
Tick-borne fever predisposes sheep to secondary infections by Pasteurella haemolytica. Polymorphonuclear (PMN) cells obtained from sheep 2 to 7 days after the onset of parasitaemia due to Cytoecetes phagocytophila, the causative agent of tick-borne fever, were significantly more susceptible in vitro to the cytotoxin of P. haemolytica than PMN obtained from age-matched control sheep.